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Urdu Naat, when viewed through a critical and
philosophical lens, emerges as a disciplined yet dynamic
genre. Its true strength lies not in unbounded expression
but in a consciously cultivated restraint that transforms
limitation into depth. In my view, the future of naat
depends on its ability to engage modern critical thought
without compromising its foundational ethos of
reverence—thereby preserving its unique position as
both poetry and prayer. In this article Igbal Afaqi
discussed a critical issue in contemporary naat is the
tension between innovation and orthodoxy. Excessive
formal experimentation or metaphorical boldness can
risk desacralization, while rigid adherence to tradition
may lead to stagnation. The most successful modern naat
negotiates this tension by reactivating classical symbols
within new experiential contexts. In the modern era, naat
encounters new challenges: secularization, globalization,
and the diversification of literary forms. Here,
phenomenology offers a useful framework. The naat
poet’s task is to articulate an inner experience of )g&x>
(presence) that is both deeply personal and communally
intelligible. The experience of the Prophet is not direct
but mediated through love, memory, and tradition—thus
rendering naat a phenomenological reconstruction of
sacred presence.
https://journals.mehkaa.com/index.php/negotiations/art
icle/view/181

209


https://journals.mehkaa.com/index.php/negotiations/article/view/
https://journals.mehkaa.com/index.php/negotiations/article/view/

Negotiations 5:2 (Dec. 2025) Dr. Usman Ghani

4/)5LJ‘J/"’/?(”.{!,?L@bf:ag;i);g»ﬁmdﬁﬁ/&wl
s TN 0 LU S b= F 1S (Tl
LA IS KA vt Goda bt 8 w2 2 U
@kd}?’%lféd'/ﬂfggnﬁfﬂjwJaﬁdﬁﬂ,w’f%/’?
Sdos sl S FE el s 2 Glos 25 ¥ 51 S s f e
S E A LIt 2o L GETUGI s U1 A
et ol e e tT b Ut e § P o £ ol e 2
K;r’.tqj.i_i‘jvéf;q¢,/,é‘g&cfﬁvfu:’fﬂgt?,uu"”-_uzJuL&u
/gwe&Mfgfd’z,}mf‘j’ﬁ/wz%mdég,yK.‘atﬁa&g
4‘@va}‘5?_{/on U af s Lakinss 2 PE QL7 2
SF i b B U P 1824 05 § o ot e P o1
ﬁ‘gt/ulx,/gjdﬂdnuu{u&";r’ﬂ’"mf’uK/@faﬁ-98/ﬁ1)¢}
0 S P Py NN =) N PHIRPIT e Y
@C}J'-+ngf@c~&ﬁ£ca'5u5l:}'»&:‘,f’.ﬁ.t“nufuug'/.q/.’

Qe F AP e L
di)t;&:c‘-m,,{;ngﬁut‘ﬁff%lgu"f/tu’/na‘-m’d@uui‘uf;‘,,ﬁa‘«_utﬁéuﬁ
P LGl 3 LU L eatoms SGLINF 2K U3 L S S 1 ot
mm/w:wu((ﬁd}’:,fy&bgJdgdﬁuﬁ}%&gdi”&vﬁugJ«f“‘;},“&m_tﬁ?
égﬁuﬁo’”g/’w@w“uzf%gﬁtm%ug%%@mqu’géu)u(yd}f‘aawgf

!!un;u[(ﬁé}ﬁ”oa/’;‘alg:g‘aztk

seddfed G e et B L1 S6TUE LS U s
i o e K#J‘%Lu/‘juﬂ;’w{)'jgﬁ‘-é‘;&fdl."p’4“%’(])“-4"_05.&/()'/"J&’/g
S L S edoae YIS SEATL b LS ier l2 S W
_ngfr;'a?bTLu:éJ%//bd}jngKﬁmgf:’:[{:d/:}]é{{é%

210



‘3 GTJ?U:!.T,DT:C@’]LC&'

J/U}:.(u;’z(,/mﬂu}‘» u:/?“,j&w,g:yi”uﬂVQJ/LJGTJ@,J/%J/@@L‘J
S 20§ St B6TUS 07 b o Sae deimtur™ U
J&nuﬂfu’:awumnu%;gﬁﬁ/d/vé.u?fwVQL}% Snd 10t us™ o f 5t
mKﬁg;;/ﬁuué@@?ntﬂfag?oﬁfé‘; J:/Jdt/%u;-%wmuﬁﬂu‘f(:“j&ud,g
iR b e L2l S P Lo Lot St B b S
Ll L S ez u’/://u,}/r”cﬁu'cgjl/}"uﬂ_”éy/?n;l}ciuﬁf/bz_}”
YE PR Py ASIeay I J/,I‘Ldag.;éwuug_‘gu‘f“m/;@ O
P

J1S ‘4&/}1@4@»&” me,c,w);‘a) Ll /. agc,Llyziw?Luf” —>lo
@A-ufg/;lcggf%lgwlgﬁcagf&c»'w&id}'//-ﬁ;j?bg’;/ﬁ’/;lcw‘(w:ug,??gf.ﬁ'ﬁlufuﬁ
P e rGimapdd e s hemb e netl S ESTA S p mre ook
S Utoa St b L 852 FE s L\l 1 A 5 G 5w So s i
:uj“&[ag;i’ﬂ/’?wlLgﬁl;(%u’?owluj&lgnu"/'d{/;!ﬁl;»fbal%(u!uﬁ

42§ 1> 9 €Propitiation.s! g,gtg_w LA G 3¢ fug; sS4 ul”
Q) -tnf

-c‘-g;JGPrOpitiationEﬂ

.,,/“utomJﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁk@t’gﬂ,ﬂg{u’f&;z/ﬁfmu"/ﬂ/,e‘r_ GEE
Seeing-asd_(Ludwig Wittgenstein)Jl‘:«ug;&c‘-f/ﬁd:fwlp!tug:/J/CL-W/AIC‘-.L,L’%,,/:K
Epistemic Jef 2 410U Em S L it o & 1 B 38 12 o £ 1 S ot
SE vl hle J? I‘L&UJ.?;J} S elollbet 2lab s ot 205 S & €(Blindness
ﬂcgﬁcg.@ﬂb‘!ﬂ L JE’ Seeing—as-g;&nu’g =Jas d/b,l,u!» uﬂ’;t mles e fﬁ’?’/ﬂ’
S S 2 g P 2t IS L B s o f S
Seeing—asu“"ézmc‘_twfw:_Ef;@fw%@(Ka&f;zra%uﬁéu'%m?wéuﬂ
ﬁ@fﬁ/;uc‘_cfz“_:éuﬁ)fili vg’/kf’;ﬁ'—t'/u&/d/&{ﬁ@’/”guﬁ/ﬁd‘é(ﬂf‘-@.,’g&
Epistemic {121 e b BTt e 38 i (F 7 o & S ot S s zon 30/ U7

211



Negotiations 5:2 (Dec. 2025) Dr. Usman Ghani

_&tg(ﬁ/‘am ‘Ll,/TUg < by episteme 44 ~-< U Epistemic i}'/‘:" JG’ e Jia Blindness
P i LN FFE L E ot & e i i S g6
:w/ﬁl(ﬁ&waa%uf&b»c’:u’!i_(Michel Foucault)/}fg/g/,gcgl_éuﬁ/"ﬁé

In any given culture and at any given moment, there is

always only one épistéme that defines the conditions of
possibility of all knowledge, whether expressed in a

theory or silently invested in a practice(3).
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