Negotiations 5:1 (Jun. 2025) pp. 189-199

ISSN: 2789-293X

2l S

Gyan Chand Jain as a Linguist

Surraya Parveen

M.Phil Scholar, Department of Urdu, Superior Unversity, Faisalabad.

suriyaparveen081@gmail.com

Dr. Mubashar Saeed Bajwa
Assistan Professor, Daprtment of Urdu, Superior Unversity, Faisalabad.
mubasharsaeed550@gmail.com

KEYWORDS

ABSTRACT

Gyan Chan Jain

Urud Linguistics
Historical Linguistics
Urdu Hindi Controversy
Linguistice History of
Urdu

Indian Linguistics
Intellectual Journey

DATES

Received 10-05-2025

Accepted 14-06-2025

Published 30-06-2025

QR CODE

This article presents a comprehensive analysis of Professor
Gyan Chand Jain’s pivotal contributions to the field of
Urdu linguistics, tracing his intellectual journey from a
literary researcher to a pioneering linguist. Motivated by
the lack of scientific linguistic curricula in Urdu academia
compared to Hindi, Jain equipped himself with formal
training in phonetics at summer schools in Sagar and
Dharwad. The study critically examines his major linguistic
works, specifically Lisani Mutale (1973) and Aam Lisaniyat
(1985), highlighting his scientific approach to Urdu
phonetics, morphology, and script analysis. Central to his
linguistic framework was the theory that Urdu and Hindi
are structurally identical, both stemming from Khari Boli,
differing only in script and vocabulary a view he supported
with evidence from classical shared literature. The article
also addresses the significant ideological shift in his final
years, culminating in the controversial publication Ek
Bhasha: Do Likhavat, Do Adab (2006). This work, written
during his struggle with Parkinson’s disease and cancer,
sparked intense debate regarding the socio-political
history of Urdu and its script, leading to allegations of bias
and communalism from contemporary scholars like Mirza
Khalil Baig. Despite these controversies, the article
concludes that Jain’s rigorous research methodology and
foundational texts remain indispensable to the study of
Urdu linguistics.
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